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CALIFORNIA TO-DAY 


It is worth while to know the California of 
to-day, to know what you can do in.it; what 
money you can make, and what comfort you 
can find in it; what home-life it offers. New 
opportunities await the newcomer because new 
activities are developing. Irrigation has made 
the great valleys attractive and created farms 
and towns where only “ranches” existed; it 
has opened great estates to settlement by men 
who till the land they own. 

Not long ago the farmer here was a man on 
horseback. He superintended the planting of a 
thousatid acres—of five and ten thousand acres. 
He grew one crop. While the crop was maturing 
the land seemed deserted. There was little to 
attract settlers. Lands were not for sale. - All 
this is now past. The big estates are being sub- 
divided and sold, and land held by the few is 
becoming the possession of the many. The man 
who wants to buy a farm can get it cut out of 
the famous estates of rich men of half a cen- 
tury ago. He has choice of choice lands. 

A Farmer’s Country — California offers the 
most attractive farm lands in the world. This 
is saying a good deal, but the truth is not 
strained. 

It rests upon the sotl, the climate and the 
range of products. The great valleys are sedi- 
mentary, the growing season lasts all the year; 
something is always coming on to be carried to 
market. 

The farmer can choose what he will grow. The 
crops of California embrace nearly the whole cat- 
alogue : the products of New England, of Florida, 
of the Middle West and the Northwest, of much 
of the South, and, in addition, the romantic, 
classic, high-priced crops of Italy, Spain, Persia, 
Greece, and Sicily, crops not grown as curiosities 
or as an experiment, but habitually, commercial- 
ly, and profitably. This gives the farmer a 
chance to choose; and he isa poor farmer who 
cannot “make it pay”’ out of something in the 
long list of the products of the soil. 

A Land of Valleys — Mountains make val- 
leys; they make the great central valley of Cal- 
ifornia about 450 miles long by thirty-five miles 
of average width. It is one valley, but drained by 
two rivers and called by two names, the Sacra- 
mento and the San Joaquin. You can put 
pretty nearly two States like New Jersey into 
this flat, oak-dotted plain. It sags a little in 
the middle where the two rivers meet and fall 
into the head of the Bay of San Francisco, 
forming here a network of islands and channels 
— the delta of the river system of this part of 
the State, 
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Muscat of Alexandria, but the Malaga, a white 
grape, is also used. Two seedless varieties 
correspond with the so-called Zante “currants,” 
imported from Greece, but some counties find 
it more profitable to ship these as table grapes. 
So excellent is the cured product that it has fair- 
ly taken away the market from the Spanish or 
imported raisin. Seeded raisins are exported 
in large quantities. 

Nuts and Berries — The English or Persian 
walntit is largely grown, and in the South the 
walnut grove ranks next to the orange grove in 
dignity and profitableness. The tree is easily 
grown, and the crop harvested at leisure. 
Much care is needed in the choice of locality 
and suitable soil, but every farm may have a 
few trees in out-of-the-way corners, or for shade 
and ornament as well as profit. The annual 
crop is in excess of 10,000 tons from southern 
California alone. Walnut plantings are large in 
the central portion of the State, but no report 
of the crop returns can be made. Almonds range 
from 1,500 to 2,000 tons annually. This also is 
a good crop, but the yield in many localities is 
uncertain, as the tree blossoms often in Féb- 
ruary. Selected carefully as to variety, soil, 
and freedom from frost, the almond is con- 
sidered a money maker. The importations 
from foreign countries have exceeded 9,000 
tons for the United States and pay heavy duty. 

Berries of many varieties are grown for 
market over large areas. One of the paying 
crops on a small farm, near a good market, is 
an acre or two of berries. The loganberry is a 
favorite, a cross between the raspberry and the 
blackberry. It is of California origin, bears 
enormously, and is in demand in a dried or cured 
state. The largest producer of strawberries in 
the West is California, blackberries and rasp- 
berries being good seconds. 

Figs — California is the only State that pro- 
duces figs in commercial quantities, Fresno 
County taking the lead. We turned out in 
1914, 12,400,000 pounds of dried figs. 

Olives — These are used both for making 
oil and for pickling. California olive oil is pure 
and a most healthful food, but has to compete 
with some of. doubtful purity from foreign 
countries. The demand for ripe pickled olives 
is greater than the supply and in exceptional 
instances $200 per ton have been paid for the 
best olives. The price a few years ago seldom 
exceeded $50 per ton. An olive grove is now, 
and probably will continue to be, a very desir- 
able property.. No reliable statistics are avail- 
able. An acre of olives will yield from two to 
five tons. The ripe olive when pickled has a 
high food value and is not a mere relish. 
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erable missions are directly on the Sunset Route 
of the Southern Pacific, and can be readily 
visited. Following is a list with locations and 
dates of founding: 


NAME FouNDED pee aN 
San Francisco Solano... . .| July 4, 1823 | Sonoma 
San Rafael Arcangel. . . . . Dec. 14,1817 | San Rafael 
San Francisco D’Assisi. . . .| Oct. 9, 1776 | San Francisco 
Mission San José... . . .| June 11,1797 | Irvington 
Santa Clara... ..... ./] Jan. 12,1777 | Santa Clara 
Ranta Cruz besa 6 . .| Sept. 25,1791 | Santa Cruz 
San Juan Bautista. . . . . .| June 24,1797 | Sargent 
San Carlos de Borromeo . . .| June 3, 1770 | Monterey 
San Carlos de Rio Carmelo . .| July 10,1771 | Carmel 
Suestra Senora de la Soledad .| Oct. 9, 1791 | Soledad 
San Antonio de Padua. . . .| July 14,1771 | Kings City 
Ban Miguel . . 47. 2. meets July 25,1797 | San Miguel 
San Luis Obispo de Tolosa . .| Sept. 1,1772 | San Luis Obispo 
La Purisima Concepcion .-. .| Dec. 8, 1787 | Lompoc * 
Santa Ynez... . . . . . .| Sept. 17, 1804 | Gaviota 
Santa Barbara ..... ..{| Dec. 4,1786] Santa Barbara 
San Buenaventura... . . .{ Mar. 31,1782 | Ventura 
San Fernando Rey de Espana. | Sept. 8, 1797 | San Fernando 
San Gabriel Areangel. . . . . Sept. 8, 1771 | San Gabriel 
San Luis Rey de Francia. . .| June 13,1798 | Oceanside 
San Juan Capistrano. . . . .| Nov. 1, 1776 | Capistrano 
Sar. Piero -.. . Mees. fe ms July 16,1769 | San Diego 


California’s Expositions —The Panama-Pa- 
cifie International Exposition at San Francisco 
was opened February 20th with an attendance 
of a quarter of a million, and closes December 
4, 1915. For beauty of architecture and location 
no previous fair has approached it. Here the 
visitor may view the arts and industries 
of many countries of the world, and in the 
California State Building will find the prod- 
ucts of the various counties artistically dis- 
played. 

A notable building is that of the Southern 
Pacific Company, just within the Fillmore Street 
entrance. Every feature, convenience and fa- 
cility of the building is free to the public These 
include women’s and men’s rest rooms, with 
writing desks and stationery, and newspapers 
from principal cities on file; a lecture theatre 
With stereopticon and moving picture appa- 
ratus and a Kimball pipe organ. In the center 
of the building is “The Glade,” where noted 
scenes on Southern Pacific lines are. reproduced 
with most natural effect. 

There is, also, an Information Bureau and a 
Ticket Office where tickets may be bought and 
return tickets validated. 

Visitors should not fail to see Southern 
Pacific equipment exhibit in Transportation 
Building. It includes the largest locomotive 
ever shown any exposition; also one of the 
first locomojfes run on the Central Pacific. 
a-California Exposition at San 
Diego open@d January rst for the full year. 
Here, amid eautiful surroundings, is a most 
attractive group of buildings with exhibits of 
great educational value, showing products in the 
process of their making. If plans are made to 
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There are many valleys in southern California, 
and in the Southwest on the Colorado River lies 
the great Imperial Valley, having about 700,000 
acres of irrigable land rich as the valley of the 
Nile. And north and south on both sides of 
the State, in the mountain ranges and between 
mountain spurs.and ridges, lie scores of valleys 
from ten to one hundred miles long, beautiful 

ften for situation, and bountiful by reason of 
soil and climate, making in the aggregate more 
than Thirteen Million acres of valley land. Fully 
ten million acres of this are fenced in from cold 
winds both from the sea and from the high 
plateaus north and east. 

Soils and Conditions — There are almost 
no lands to be cleared of timber or brush; all 
the valleys are ready for the plow, and much of 
the land is sedimentary. The great central 
valley was once an inland sea; the Santa Clara 
and some other valleys were once arms of the 
sea, an inland waterway much more extensive 
than Puget Sound in the north. 

Imperial Valley was once the Gulf of Califor- 
nia, and has been filled up by the rich deposits of 
the Colorado River to almost unbelievable depths. 

There are some heavy clays in all parts of the 
State, but the great body of tillable land is 
loam in some of its combinations, very fertile 
and easily worked. 

Climate and Soil — The climate helps to ex- 
plain the fertility of the soil. The long, rain- 
less summers provide a thirsty soil that absorbs 
the rains of the so-called rainy season; and the 
chemicals —the plant foods—are not washed 
into the country drainage. The arid lands are 
uniformly rich, and that may be why civiliza- 
tion began in arid countries. California is only 
semi-arid, but an eastern farmer is generally 
surprised at the fertility of the soil, at its depth, 
and the depth at which it is aerated so that soil 
thrown up from far below the surface will pro- 
duce like surface soil. And farms are not wasted 
here by erosion. It is an exception to see any 
hill lands gullied by rains; the substance carried 
away by storms, leaving acres worthless. And 
no great area is ever wasted by floods. 

Levees — On the lower Sacramento are pro- 
tected lands, very rich, and worked very profit- 
ably in spite of occasional losses by overflow. 
This is the Delta or island region of the interior. 
Partly island and partly main land, this region 
has been called ‘The Netherlands’ of Cali- 
fornia, so many are the waterways and the dykes 
and so rich the low-lying lands they protect. 

When the work of widening and strengthen- 
ing the river near its mouth is completed, a 
vast region will be safe from floods, and these 
delta lands will be almost unpurchasable. 
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The Date — This is grown successfully in 
the Coachella Valley and elsewhere in the Col- 
orado Desert and in Arizona. It will, probably, 
succeed over a large area in the southwest and 
will add a new and picturesque industry. High- 
grade dates may be limited to the best localities, 
as in the Coachella Valley, at Yuma’and other 
points on the Colorado River and in parts of 
Arizona, but dates for home use that will not 
bear shipping are sure to be grown largely and 
to give us an excellent and toothsome food 
for our tables. 

Live Stock — There are decided advantages 
in California for the stock grower and the dairy- 
man, owing to the mild: winters and the abun- 
dance of green feed, yet the State does not 
furnish all the dairy products or all the dairy 
and beef cattle used and consumed within its 
borders. 

Dairying — This is an easy way of getting 
an income started, and the expenses of food 
and shelter are here at the lowest prices. Two 
crops of alfalfa can be cut the first year after 
sowing, and a few acres cut and fed to dairy 
cows will provide a comfortable living for a 
family. Given fifty acres of alfalfa meadow, 
and. the farmer will have steady, enjoyable 
employment from May to October, a rapid suc- 
cession of hay harvests from spring until autumn. 
The “green winter’? enables stock to board 
themselves, shelter being needed only at inter- 
vals. If desired, root crops can be grown and 
fed from the field without storing. Creameries 
are in all the farming districts. Alfalfa and 
corn helped to produce in 1914 over 50,000,000 
pounds of butter. 

Grazing — There is but little free range, but 
grazing lands can be bought or rented, and the 
mountains serve to grade pasture so that herds 
can be moved to higher lands as the season 
advances, finding green grass in midsummer, 
kept moist by melting snows on the summits. 

Cattle are grown both on alfalfa and in moun- 
tain pastures, and range cattle are often given 
alfalfa as a preparation for market. 

Sheep and Goats — The wool crop of Cali- 
fornia has declined with the passing of the free 
range, but is still considerable. The mutton 
breeds would be profitable in the hands of the 
small farmer in many sections. The breeds are 
many, including Spanish and French Merinos 
and the English “Downs” and “Shires.” 

There are large and generous places in the 
foothills for the Angora goat, and every part of 
the little animal — flesh, skin, and fleece — is 
salable. For this hardy animal the brushy 
hills furnish good grazing ground. 

Hogs — The new-comer will find hogs profit- 
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see both expositions a large part of California 
will be covered in doing so. 

Southern Pacific Lands — Southern Pacific 
granted lands are offered for sale in several dis- 
tricts in the State, where farming operations 
are conducted profitably, and where prices of 
land are reasonable, especially in the Antelope 
Valley in Los Angeles and Kern counties, 
seventy-five miles north of Los Angeles. This 
is a great staple crop district where alfalfa, 
various grains, apples, and other fruits are 
raised; another is the Coachella Valley, in 
Riverside County, 130 miles East of Los Angeles, 
a great early crop district, producing dates, 
cotton, figs, grapes, grape-fruit, asparagus, 
onions, melons, tomatoes, various fruits, grains 
and vegetables. In northern California, in 
Siskiyou County, are farming lands, besides 
grazing lands with some farming possibilities, 
also on sale at low prices. 

Full information, maps, pamphlets, etc., will 
be furnished on application to B. A. McAllas- 
ter, Land Commissioner, Flood Building, San 
Francisco. 

Opportunities — Available lands in Califor- 
nia are found in almost every part of the State, 
and information will be given freely by repre- 
sentatives of the Southern Pacific Company upon 
inquiry by letter or in person. 

Literature Free — The Southern Pacific Com- 
pany publishes a variety of books and folders for 
free distribution. 

Write to the nearest agent of the Company 
whose name and address appears on page 16. 


EXPLANATION OF 
TEMPERATURE COLORS 
SHOWN ON MAP 


BY ALEXANDER G. McADIE, PROFESSOR 
U.S. WEATHER BUREAU 


California is probably the most wonderful 
State in the Union with regard to temperature. 
The climate seeker can find the climate he de- 
sires and, indeed, can find his choice of climates. 
The different shades of color shown on the front 
side of this map bring out not only mean tem- 
perature condition, but the different kinds 
of climate which may be said to prevail in 
California. 

Thus, the shading marked “D” shows that 
the mean of all temperatures recorded during 
the year in that area ranges from 60 degrees to 
68 degrees. It shows that this great inland 
valley, the combined Sacramento and San 
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Some other Advantages — There are large 
returns from a small acreage. The settler does 
not need as much land as his father farmed in 
what we call the East. He does not need a 
substantial house, with a stone-walled cellar 
and a bank barn. He does not need to work 
half the year in order to live the other half. He 
picks oranges in the early winter, or plows and 
plants in February, and the cows have. good 
pasture all the winter. He also discovers that 
the growing season practically lasts all the year. 
He can produce two field crops in the year, and 
half a dozen crops in the garden. He waters 
his crops when they need it, and the warmth in 
the air insures a rapid growth. In the meadow 
he gets five and six crops, his hay harvest last- 
ing from April to November. 

What We Grow — It would be easier to say 
what we do not grow. But let us put down 
a few staples. 

Cereals — Much land is still grown to wheat 
and barley, a little to rye and oats, and some to 
buckwheat. Corn is not a large crop —less 
than 2,000,000 bushels — partly because nights 
are cool, partly because other crops have had 
precedence and partly because we have not got 
the corn habit. “Corn and hog” farms are not 
common, but they ought.to be and will be in 
time. 

Alfalfa—This is the farmer’s standby. Sun- 
shine, deep soil, and a long growing season fur- 
nish the best possible conditions; so that it is 
cut from four to six times, then pastured part 
of the winter. The yield is about one and one- 
half tons at each cutting. In exceptional places, 
as river bottoms, to to 14 tons are’ produced 
regularly, and as it sells at from six to ten and 
even twelve dollars per ton, it “pays.” It is 
grown and sold directly, grown and fed to stock 
and grown and sold to be ground into meal. 
It well supplies the place of the corn crib in 
raising hogs. Wheat and barley are grown for 
hay, but alfalfa is the hay crop par excellence. 

Hops — This is a good crop in several sec- 
tions of the State. The California hop is much 
sought after and finds a ready market. 

Beans — Southern California supplies the 
bean eaters of several States, but the crop is 
grown in several sections of the State. 

Celery — This also is a special crop in the 
South, and the product, shipped from the field 
in midwinter, goes in special trains to the cities 
of the East. Much land in central California 
is also producing celery, and large areas are 
specially adapted to its production. 

Asparagus — Along the Sacramento River 
and on the islands and delta lands of the San 
Joaquin the culture of asparagus is a great 
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able. Large regions still furnish an ‘‘acorn 
harvest,’ and “bands” of porkers are found 
among the oaks. Indian corn can be grown in 
several counties, and for the man who wants to 
raise corn and hogs there is a large field, Besides, 
the hog is a lover of alfalfa and a natural adjunct 
of the dairy. So many hogs and hog products 
are shipped across the continent that attention 
is being directed to a business somewhat neg- 
lected by California farmers. The diversified 
farm will keep hogs and make money for the 
owner. 

Poultry —In this State about $2,000,000 
worth of poultry and eggs are shipped in from 
eastern States every year. This leaves us, 
every fall and winter, to pay very high prices 
for these articles of food. 

The climatic conditions are favorable, and 
the business is profitable if close attention and 
good judgment is given to it, while but little 
capital is required. As long as we import 
fowls and eggs there will be room for the poultry- 
man. 

Mining and Minerals — The State produces 
gold in thirty-three counties, and gold exists 
in several others. The output ranges from 
$16,000,000. to $20,000,000 annually. Gold 
dredges now produce from ancient river beds in 
the edge of the valleys, 85 per cent. of the 
placer gold, and about 4o per cent. of the 
output from all sources. Silver is found in 
twenty-six counties, and copper in thirteen 
counties. Quick-silver is mined in eight coun- 
ties, and asphalt is found in a like number. 
Borax and salt are produced. 

Petroleum — The production of the oil wells 
in California in 1914 Was 103,623,695 barrels, 
the value of which, unrefined at the wells, was 
approximately $50,000,000. It is estimated that 
this rate of production can be counted on to 
provide a cheap and efficient fuel for a century 
to come. Pipe lines carry the product of the 
oil fields to tide water at several points, lines 
ranging from i110 to 198 miles from the San 
Joaquin Valley fields. Consumption keeps pace 
with the yield, the surplus being small. Oil has 
taken the place of coal for fuel in many industries 
and by transportation companies, and there are 
heavy shipments abroad. The refinement of oils 
is a large industry. 

The use of oil in the locomotives of the 
Southern Pacific Company adds to the comfort 
of the passengers, and the use of a cheap fuel is 
increasing manufactures and adding to the 
wealth and to the population of the State. 

Hydro-Electric Power — Electric energy has 
been, and is being made use of in this State to 
an extent hardly equaled in the older and more 


Lo J 


n 


Joaquin, has a climate different from that pre- 
vailing in the belt of foothills, and this, in turn, 
differs from the climate of the mountains, which 
again differs from the climate of the high Sierra 
or the Siskiyou, or the higher peaks of the Coast 
Range. 

Nor does the fact that unusually high tem- 
perature occur in some portions of the State 
necessarily mean that these temperatures are 
comparable with the same figures elsewhere in 
the United States. In some portions of. Cali- 
fornia, especially that section shown on the 
chart by the red shading [~E_] 68° to 72°, 
very high summer afternoon temperatures 
occur, Yet it is perfectly true that the air is 
at such times very dry and there is less physical 
inconvenience and suffering than would prevail 
if there was a high degree of humidity. During 
a large portion of the year temperatures. are 
moderate and the weather delightful. 

Again, with respect. to the coast climate, 
where the average temperature is about 56°, 
[_c¢__| there are few very hot or very cold days. 
It is the most equable climate of the United 
States in the matter of temperature, and to 
people in good health the climate is bracing, 
and means a working efficiency of a full day. 
But over and above all, the charm of California’s 
climate is this: that within’ a short distance, 
often not So mtch as ten miles, one can find the 
climate best adapted to his needs. The scale 
of colors on the other side is valuable because it 
shows at a glance the climate of the great nat- 
ural divisions of the State. The terms “north- 
ern” and ‘“‘southern”’ have little, if any, horti- 
cultural significance in California. Citrus fruits 
flourish in the Great Valley and in the foothills 
equally well as in the great orange belt south of 
Tehachapi. Deciduous fruits are grown both 
in the north and in the south. Valley climate 
is as adaptable in many ways as the choicest 
foothills climate. Naturally, the great indus- 
tries seek the lower levels, but the hills and 
uplands have great possibilities, and in the 
matter of climate have many advantages over 
the lowlands. As for the mountains, they are 
at once the glory and the strength of California. 
Although represented on the temperature chart 
with the area at temperatures [_a_]| ranging 
from 30° to 40°, the normal winter temperature 
is about the same as that of Virginia, Kentucky, 
or Missouri, and far below the normal surface 
temperatures occurring in midwinter in most of 
the northern States of our country. 

With such a diversified climate there is a 
great diversity of human interests, but when all 
is said and done, California’s greatest asset is its 
climate. 
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industry. It is grown extensively also in the 
Imperial Valley. It is largely canned, and 
finds a market that extends to foreign countries. 

Seeds — California is now the great seed-bed 
of Eastern dealers in flower and vegetable seeds. 
The long seasons are favorable for fully ripen- 
ing the seeds, and those you buy from the well- 
known houses are probably chiefly grown in 
this State. 

Truck Farms — In a large part of the State 
planting and harvesting goes on all the year, 
and, by careful selection and planting of prod- 
ucts, something is ready for the market in all 
seasons and a steady income assured. The 
growing of asparagus, celery, cantaloupes, cab- 
bages, and tomatoes for winter shipment to 
eastern markets is assuming large propor- 
tions, and is found very profitable. The local 
markets afforded by the larger cities of the 
State also absorb a large amount of garden 
produce. 

Sugar Beets — There are in California ten 
sugar companies and factories, and this indi- 
cates the large area upon which sugar beets 
can be grown. The yield is often more than 
fifteen tons and the sugar content higher than 
15 per cent. Beet sugar in California consti- 
tutes 30 per cent. of the entire output of the 
country. The production in 1913 was 338,000,- 
ooo pounds; and that of 1914 is estimated at 
the same figure. 

Cotton—This is a new industry, but fairly 
established. In 1o11z-12 the acreage in Impe- 
rial Valley was 16,000 and in 1912-13 it was 
nearly 26,000 acres. The acreage for 1914 is 
about 60,000 and the product 49,000 bales. 
Much of this was grown across the border in 
Mexico for the sake of economy in labor. The 
industry is fairly established, and cotton gins 
and oil mills for the seed are found in the valley. 
The cotton produced is of the upland variety, 
sometimes called Durango, a long staple. 

Rice —This also is a new crop and a success- 
ful one. It promises to utilize the black adobe 
soil in various places. The acreage has. in- 
creased in the Sacramento and the San Joaquin 
valleys from 1,000 in 1912 to more than 15,000 
in 1914. The output amounts to nearly 50,000- 
coo pounds. 

Other Crops — Potatoes of course, peppers 
and. peanuts, honey and, in a small way, to- 
bacco. Turkish tobacco, the most delicate of 
all, has been successfully grown and will 
probably find a suitable field in the upper 
San Joaquin Valley and skill to handle it com- 
mercially. 

The Orchard Farms— These are both spe- 
cial and mixed; all fruit, or fruit as part of the 
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populous States, and in the central and northern 
sections of California the rates for electricity are 
said to be lower than in any other district of 
the world. The conversion of water power into 
electrical force, and its transmission over hun- 
dreds of miles, so as to be available at any point 
at any moment, in any quantity and for any 
purpose, has greatly helped to put California in 
front rank of prosperous and progressive States. 

Irrigation and Reclamation — No State in 
the Union makes such extensive use of its 
water resources as California. This, because 
the rainfall is not distributed throughout the 
year. Besides, irrigated agriculture 1s an tn- 
surance against crop failure. It is scientific 
farming. You get water when you want it, 
and put it where you want it. The combined 
ditch length in California is about 22,000 miles. 

Methods — Irrigating systems are an invest- 
ment for the sake of revenue by the sale of 
water; or, they include the sale of land and 
water; or, again, they are provided for by form- 
ing districts and issuing bonds. The charge per 
acre for the necessary water is but a slight tax 
when compared with the increased crop returns. 

Water below the level of the land to be irri- 
gated, or sub-surface water in semi-artesian 
belts, is lifted by pumps, and these are driven 
by engines using distillate; crude oil, or elec- 
tricity. This method costs a little more than 
gravity systems generally, but is independent, 
and is widely used. 

In such a State as this, with its warmth and 
sunshine, the worth of irrigation is very great, 
and that this is so is shown by the increased 
land values in all irrigated districts. 

Large areas of tule or marsh lands are being 
reclaimed, the cost being speedily returned by 
the crops grown on the land. 

Forest Wealth — A narrow strip of land 
reaching from the Oregon line southward 
along the coast, almost to San Francisco, is 
thought to have the most lumber per acre of 
any forest in the world. This area of redwood 
trees, covering about 2,000 square miles, is 
estimated to have in it 75,000,000,000 feet of 
lumber, 

Sugar pine and yellow pine grow in the Sierra 
and in the northern Coast Ranges. Incense 
cedar and red fir grow also in the Sierra, and 
the famous Big Tree groves and forests are 
there also, at an elevation of from 4,500 to 
7,500 feet. 

Tree Giants — The Sequoia gigantea reaches 
a height of r50 to 325 feet, and a diameter from 
eleven to thirty-five feet. They are often ideal 
in form. ‘The redwood of commerce is also very 
large, occasionally reaching twenty feet in 
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farm product. The farmer of even a few acres 
may have a dozen kinds of fruit trees, and fresh, 
canned, or dried, may have fruit all the year. 
If he adds a walnut tree by the barn and some 
berries along the garden fence, he may live in 
Paradise. 

Fruit growing is the great industry of Cali- 
forna which sets it apart from other States. 
Here is a distinct kind of farm life. The orchard 
is often an adjunct of the farm; it is often the 
farny itself. How profitable the business is as a 
whole may be guessed from this statement: 
California’s fruit-growing districts have the 
busiest towns, the handsomest rural improve- 
ments, the largest assessment rolls, and are 
most attractive to homeseekers. Many orchard 
holdings are small, or a part of the general plan 
of the farm, and the work of preparing fruit is 
done by members of the family. The income 
is mostly net, and ten acres of fruit make a com- 
fortable living for many. Two or three lines of 
fruit-farming may be indicated, as hinting the 
development in practice in this State. 

Apples — These must have, for the best 
results, a place near the sea in suitable soil, or 
a place in the mountains at an elevation of 
1,500 to 4,000 feet. It is only a matter of 
attention to conditions of soil and climate to 
produce here a really superior apple. Apple 
farming is a distinct industry in several dis- 
tricts of the State, and the profit runs up to 
several hundred dollars per acre.’ 

Apricots — This delicious fruit is grown also 
in special, but not very restricted, localities. 
They are canned, cured in the sun, and marketed 
from the tree, and $150 an acre is not an unusual 
profit. 

Peaches — These grow everywhere, but have 
also their favorite fields. On the Sacramento 
River are districts devoted to this crop, the grow- 
ers being known as “‘peachers.”” Some large areas 
in the San Joaquin Valley produce amazing 
crops, and peaches remarkable for their size and 
beauty and for fineness of flavor. 

Prunes — This fruit is a plum that lends 


itself well to curing in the sun. It has its 


preferences too, and is generally a special crop. 
It is a very nutritious and healthful fruit. The 
production of dried prunes in 1914 was 102,- 
000,000 pounds. 

Cherries — Also a distinct orchard product, 
localities determining its success. They pay a 
good percentage on a valuation of $1,000 an 
acre, and not. many orchards could be bought 
for that figure. The crop goes east very early. 

Dried Fruits — Curing is done in the sun- 
shine, on trays, and the process is clean; not in 
the dust, and not among flies. The output of 
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diameter and 250 feet high. The first-named 
grows only in the Sierra, in a dry air, and high 
up on the sunny mountain side; the latter is 
found only on the moist and foggy coast. 

Great Pines — The sugar pine is often a 
giant, being 180 to 250 feet high and from six 
to twelve feet in diameter. This tree is some- 
times free of limbs for ninety feet. About 
22 per cent. of the total area of the State is 
forested. 

Education in California — Two great uni- 
versities, worthy to compare with much older 
institutions in other States and countries, 
testify to the interest felt in the general subject 
of education. From the kindergarten to the 
university the ground is well occupied. 

There are normal schools in all the chief 
centers of population and pedagogical depart- 
ments in the universities. Much attention is 
given to the preparation of teachers for their 
work, and the requirements are exacting. 
High schools are in all the cities ban towns, and 
few counties are unrepresented in this class of 


schools. 
Rural and graded schools re well provided 


for, and the public school system is well sus- 
tained. No district is so feeble or so remote as 
not to have at least six months’ school. 

University of California — This is located at 
Berkeley, on the eastern shore of the Bay of San 
Francisco. It is a site of almost unequaled beauty. 

Superior buildings are being erected under 
supervision which insures unity of plan and 
arrangement, and the systems of colleges and 
departments provide for cultural and vocational 
study and for work along special lines. It is 
open to both sexes. 

The State maintains an Agricultural Farm at 
Davis, with instruction in classes, under the 
supervision of the agricultural department of 
the University of California. 

The Affiliated Colleges of Medicine, Dentistry, 
and Law, located in San Francisco, and the Lick 
Observatory on Mount Hamilton, are parts of 
the University. 

Stanford University — The Leland Stanford, 
Jr., University is at Palo Alto in the Santa Clara 
Valley, with a campus of about 9,000 acres and 
an endowment of over $30,000,000. Its build- 
ings are of the modified mission architecture, 
attractively located. Its group of buildings are 
perhaps the most beautiful in America. It is 
co-educational. Students are attracted from 
many States of the Union and from portions of 
Europe and Asia. 

California Polytechnic — This school is lo- 
cated at San Luis Obispo, and is well equipped, 
providing practical courses in agriculture and 
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an orchard may call for many workers, or it 
may be cared for by the members of the family. 
The production exceeds 100,000,000 pounds, or 
250,000,000 pounds if we include prunes. 

Citrus Fruit — This includes grape fruit or 
pomelos which are extensively grown. The 
total production of oranges, lemons, and pomelos 
runs up to about 40,000 car loads annually. 

Orange Districts — The bulk of this crop 
comes from southern California, but oranges 
are grown commercially in the foothills of 
central and northern California, and out from 
the base of the Sierra foothills for 300 miles 
north and south in the San Joaquin and Sacra- 
mento valleys. In Kern, Tulare, and Fresno 
counties, in Sacramento, Placer and Butte 
counties are extensive districts, so that the 
whole orange belt is fully 650 miles long. In 
the region north of the Tehachapi Mountains, 
distance from the ocean, the dry air, the large 
aggregation of heat units during the season, and 
the fine soil, produce exceedingly fine fruit of 
splendid color and flavor, and insure the earliest 
ripening. 

A Good Thing to Have — An orange grove 
of ten or twenty acres is worth while. The 
cost at the end of six years is about $600 an 
acre, with land figured at $200 an acre. It 
is higher in the south, but in either case is 
worth at six years about twice its cost. The 
yield averages 157.6 boxes per acre, this being 
based on five years’ production. The net 
returns are safely figured at $200 per acre. 
They often reach twice that and not seldom 
thrice that sum. And you pick them in your 
shirt sleeves in December and January. 

And lemons and pomelos are equally good— 
for the pocket. But in all cases one must know 
how and where to plant, how to pick and pack 
and market the fruit. You cannot strike 
twelve the first time. 

In the Vineyards — These run from five to 
five thousand acres and produce wine, table 
and raisin grapes. The production of wine 
and brandy for 1914 was over 48,000,000 gal- 
lons and of raisins 180,000,000 pounds. A vast 
acreage is grown to grapes, including many 
steep hill sides. The industry represents an 
immense capital, and is fostered with both soil 
and climate. 

Table Grapes — This is distinctly a farm in- 
dustry and a few acres provide a good income, 
since they return from $100 to $200 per acre. 
Several varieties are grown including seedless 
grapes. 

Raisin Grapes — The total output of raisins 
reached the enormous amount of 180,000,000 
pounds in 1914. The raisin grape is the 


[6] 


mechanics. A Polytechnic School and a School 
of Mechanic Arts are in San Francisco, and well 
equipped. 

Churches — These are also educational forces 
and are not only widely distributed, but are as 
well attended, on the whole, as in the older com- 
munities. Moral order is good, and the remotest 
settlements have their church or churches. 

Society in California is orderly and its zeal in 
the higher education, represented by universi- 
ties and colleges, is marked. 

Good Roads — A bond issue to the extent 
of $18,000,000 has been voted, and surveys 
made. The construction of State highways is 
in progress. There are now hundreds of miles 
of excellent roads in various parts of the State. 

Health and Recreation — California itself is 
a health resort, and stands in an equable and 
tonic air unrivaled; but it abounds in mineral 
springs of great excellence, and has mountain 
canyons, such as Yosemite, and King’s and 
Kern rivers, and the Canyon of the Sacramento 
near Mt. Shasta, that are wonderfully majestic 
and impressive. Its scenery and its climate 
unite to make this the playground for thousands. 
No State offers the camper and the sportsman 
quite such a combination of attractions. 

Resorts — These are of the seaside and the 
mountains. No mountain chain in the world is 
so sunny and hospitable in the summer and so 
attractive in its forest growth, its mountain 
meadows and its streams and canyons as the 
Sierra Nevada, while for 400 miles the sea 
coast of California excels the famous Riviera of 
the South of France, being more equable in 
temperature and free from disagreeable winds. 
Beach resorts are many. The entire territory 
is supplied with hotels suitable to the means of 
the average traveler and tourist, and embracing 
the various grades from the comfortable coun- 
try hotel to the large resort hotel, such as at 
Santa Barbara, Long Beach, Riverside, Pasa- 
dena, Paso Robles, Santa Cruz, Del Monte, 
Byron Hot Springs, San José, Lake Tahoe, and 
Shasta Springs, etc. 

The Old Missions — These are of romantic 
and historic interest. Franciscan friars a cen- 
tury and a quarter ago journeyed northward 
from San Diego along a trail now paralleled by 
the Southern Pacific. This trail they afterward 
called El Camino Real—the King’s Highway— 
and along it, a day’s journey apart, they erected 
their Mission houses. Built of unburned brick, 
by priests and Indians, with a few tools and no 
nails or iron, they are often artistic and many 
have been wonderfully preserved in the mild 
California air. , 

Several of the most interesting of these ven- 
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